
4 

Please join us for 

tea/coffee  

after the     

service 

Prayers for this week 

 
We pray for - The sick, especially those with incurable 

diseases and including the mentally ill. Those combating the 

COVID19 virus. Thanks for the speedy development of 

vaccines and for their distribution to those who have needed it most. 

For the Bentham Health Centre. For the healing ministries of the 

Church. For consistent government and business plans to invest in re-

newable sources for energy and for affordable energy prices. 

 

We pray for - Give thanks for our Retired Clergy. In our own team we 

especially pray for Timothy Fox, Tony Willmont, Jonathan Oldfield and 

David Bruno and those with Permission to Officiate, for the invaluable 

support they give to parishes across the Diocese of Leeds. 

Anglican Communion: The Church in the Province of the West Indies 
 

We pray for - those we know who are sick in any way, especially for 

Michelle Hunter, Sarah Wilson, David Davis, Michael Marshall, Christine 

Caddy, Anne Taylor, Fran Kerr, Connie Davis. 

 

We ask for comfort for - all those who mourn the death of a loved 

one especially the family and friends of Roger Wheildon and  

Robert Currie 

 

For Bentham County Primary School especially for those taking their SATS this 

week 

 

Contact Details 
Licenced Lay Minister Judith Johnson 015242 61905 

Church Warden Christine Bosman 07861708228 
Church Warden David Channing  015242 61882 

Rev Nick Trenholme 015242 41924    

                                                          
A Warm Welcome to  

Bentham Parish Church                                                                           
St John the Baptist  

21st May 2023 
9am Holy Communion CW  
Rev’d Steve Rathbone 

10.30 Holy Communion Rev’d Steve Rathbone 
  

After this service you are invited to stay for our  

Annual Parochial Meetings  
These are the meetings where you can have your say about 
things going on in the church life.  

 
Today is the last day of Christian Aid Week 
if you would wish to donate there are still 
envelopes at the back of church 

Events next week 
Wed 24th May - 7.00 - 8.30 Bell Ringing practice. 

Sun 28th  May - 9am Holy Communion CW Rev’d Steve Rathbone 

10.30 Holy Communion with Rev’d Steve Rathbone 

Advance Notice  

Sat 10th June - 7pm  Choir Concert in Church with a choir 

from Lancaster called Exultate. Please see Libby Wheildon 

for more info. Tickets £8. 
4th - 11th June Count on Nature around the Churchyard. Keep a look out for 

more info. 

Sunday 11th June Open Farm Sunday Cappleside, Rathmell  
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Collect  for Seventh Sunday of Easter  

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

Post Communion 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
First reading 

Acts 1:6-14 

The Ascension of Jesus 

6 So when they had come together, they 

asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He    

replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own  

authority. 8 But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight. 10 While he was going 

and they were gazing up towards heaven, sud-

denly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of  

Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.’ 
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Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 

near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered 

the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 

John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Mat-

thew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 

of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, to-

gether with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as 

his brothers. 

 

Gospel Reading 
John 17:1-11 Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 

‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 

you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people,  to give eternal life 

to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified 

you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, 

glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 

before the world existed. 

6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for 

the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 

them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 

you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 

me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been  

glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer 

in the world, but they are in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 

in your name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one. 
 


