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SUNDAY 21st MAY– SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
Bible Study Reading: John 17v1-11 (Others: Ezekiel 36v24-28; Acts 1:6-14)  
Resources by Rootsontheweb.com. Theme this week: Gone but not forgotten. 

Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, we watch and wait, we come to you, to know & to learn. Almighty God, we look and see and 
fail to see. Almighty God, we shield our eyes – dare we see? Almighty God, you were, you are, you will be, 
forever and eternity. Amen. 
Bible notes 
John 17 bridges the extended meditations (chapters 13-16) on the meaning of Jesus’ ‘hour’ as he leaves 
the world for his heavenly Father (v.1; cf. 13:1), and the account in chapters 18-20 of the way in which this 
happens. Chapter 17 is sometimes called Jesus’ ‘high priestly prayer’, as if to suggest that his life is laid 
down as a sacrificial offering, not taken from him to satisfy a momentary political expediency (10:18; 11:47-
53). There are echoes of the Lord’s Prayer here, also the ‘descent/ascent’ motif of this Gospel (e.g. 1:1, 14; 
12:23-32). For John, Jesus’ passion is not a shameful end but a glorious turning point in the story of the 
world’s salvation. 
Jesus prays for himself in verse 1, but his eyes are fixed on his Father’s glory. As in life, so in death he 
honours his heavenly Father. Leaving his disciples does not mean forgetting them. He asks that his 
exaltation to God’s heavenly house (14:2) will bless and strengthen them with the knowledge and faith they 
have received from him (vv.7-8). And he prays for their protection and unity in the face of their enemies’ 
hostility (16:1ff; cf. 1:10-11). 
Looking backwards and forwards in the narrative, we see Jesus’ prayer being answered in the coming of 
the Holy Spirit to the community that lives by his commandment (14:3,16-31; 15:26; 20:22). The Spirit will 
show that God does not abandon him to the shame of his passion, but vindicates all that he has lived and 
died for (16:7-15). The disciples will be reassured that though he has gone from them, neither he nor they 
are forgotten. They will not be abandoned like orphans (14:18ff). And his teaching will find fresh meaning 
(16:12-15), as they abide in the love that flows between Father and Son (14:23; 15:1ff). 
Reflection  
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help. 
The challenge that was given to the disciples at the ascension was: don’t get fixated on Christ’s going but 
prepare for his return by fulfilling his mission. In other words, when things change don’t get lost in the past. 
It is something we must all learn post-Covid. We need to discover new ways of being church. Yes, 
adjustment is not always comfortable, but the ministry of the ‘comforter’ is not to soothe us, but to 
encourage and strengthen us in our calling. We need to determine what to let go, what to adapt and what to 
do new. The Spirit, Jesus’ leaving gift to us, will supply the wisdom and courage for that task. 
Questions 

• What is happening here in th e photo? 
• How do things change for the disciples once Jesus has 

ascended into heaven? 
• Can you identify a turning point in your own life? 

A prayer to end Bible study –  
Send us, O Lord, waiting expectantly for your Spirit, looking for 
signs of your presence with us, looking for signs of your work in 
action. Support us, strengthen us, establish us, now and in all 
the weeks to come, that we may show your glory, and know your 
blessing and peace. Amen.   
Go with God 24/7 – Putting Faith into Action 
Design and make a card for someone who has experienced 
loss. It could be a bereavement, or other types of loss or moving 
on as well. You could extend this to anniversaries of loss. And don’t forget to include the experience of 
children and young people. If appropriate, the card can be signed and delivered to the person it was 
designed for. At the beginning of each day, ask the Spirit to help and guide. Note down any promptings you 
feel and be prepared to offer the person support or just pray for them yourself.  

 Winding hole, Paul Hindle, courtesy 
of Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal Society. 
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Thoughts for Prayer 

• For peace to come to a free and independent Ukraine.  
• For those in hospital.  
• For the churches of other denominations in our area and for all Christians.  

Collect for Seventh Sunday of Easter  
Prayer Book  
O GOD the King of glory, who hast exalted 
thine only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven: We 
beseech thee, leave us not comfortless; but 
send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, 
and exalt us unto the same place whither our 
Saviour Christ is gone before, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen.  
Common Worship 
Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your 
triumph, fill your Church on earth with power 
and compassion, that all who are estranged 
by sin may find forgiveness and know your 
peace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Church News:  
Church Services – Sunday 21st May  
St Mary’s, Ingleton – 10:30am Holy Communion & & 12noon Annual Meetings 
St Leonard’s, Chapel-le-Dale – 2:30pm Evening Prayer  
Ingleton Annual Report 2022 
The report looking back at 2022 is being published this week ahead of the annual meetings. At 
these meetings we elect churchwardens (anyone living in the parish can vote) and also elect 
members to the Parochial Church Council. Any question about the life of the church can be raised 
at the meeting. We also look back on the accounts and all that happened during the year, giving 
thanks to God for all he did among us.  
Ascension Day Service – 18th May 
7:30pm – A service of Holy Communion at All Saints Church, Burton in Lonsdale. The next of our 
team services for this year. Please join the other parishes of the team in worship.  
Pentecost – 28th May  
This year we will be heading over to Ingleton Methodist Church for a joint service of all age 
worship. Pentecost is an occasion in the year when we usually worship together and this year we 
have decided to meet inside at IMC. Please join us.  
Thank you 
Thanks to everyone who came to pray at church last weekend. Prayer is always the starting point 
for us to see God at work among us.  
And also thank you from me as you vicar for your support and generosity. The church could not 
exist without you and all that you give.  
Environment & Eco Tips 
The theme for May is ‘Holiday highlights’ and this week’s suggestion is:  

• If you are staying away choose your hotel carefully. Depending on the level of luxury, meat served, food 
wasted, energy wasted with excess heating etc your night could cost you 3 to 60kg CO2e per person per 
night.  

Pastoral Support 
Contact: Revd Nick Trenholme –  41924 
Church of England Daily Hope line (worship 
phone service) –   0800 804 8044  
Pop Up Pantry open at St Mary’s Church, 
Ingleton – Saturdays 10am-12 and Mondays 
3:30-4:30pm 
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